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Al-Ahsa

The gateway to the Arabian Gulf states, originally a natural oasis,
today is called a province located in the eastern eastern region of
Saudi Arabia, and at the same time is the name of the center of that
province, which consists of the cities of Hofuf and Almbarz

Al-Ahsa Governorate is the largest governorate in Saudi Arabia
with a total area of 534,000 km 2, which is approximately one quar-
ter of Saudi Arabia's area. The administrative boundaries of Al-Ahsa
governorate extend to Abgaiq Governorate in the north, the Arabi-
an Gulf and Salwa Bay to the east, The population of the province
is about 1.3 million. Al-Ahsa is a large oasis, the largest of the Arab
palm groves. Some may call it the palm of the palm or a sea of palm
trees, because it contains vast areas of palms and its palm trees are
estimated at 2.5 million palms, producing more than 120,000 tons
of dates annually. 10 per cent of the Kingdom's production.

Al Ahsa is surrounded by sand from its four sides, as if this natural
formation has made our way to life amid the arid desert death,

adding that it is a heritage province.
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Adel Mohammed Al-Mulhim
Mayor of Al Ahsa

Member of the UNESCO Network of Creative
Cities for the first time in the Kingdom and
the Arabian Gulf

The Creative Cities Network is part of UNESCO (United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization), founded in 2004 and now in-
cludes 180 cities from 72 countries. It aims to support cooperation be-
tween cities which believe that creativity is a strategic factor towards
achieving sustainable development in the economic, social, cultural and
environmental fields.
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The Sustainable Development Goals are a call for action by all countries — poor, rich and middle-income — to promote prosperity while
protecting the planet. They recognize that ending poverty must go hand-in-hand with strategies that build economic growth and ad-
dress a range of social needs including education, health, social protection, and job opportunities, while tackling climate change and en-

vironmental protection.
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What does Al-Ahsa get out of the
UCCN membership?

It is gaining international prestige and highlighting
Al-Ahsa's creative potential at the international level
and exchanging experiences with other cities to pro-
mote local cultural awarness in the field of crafts and
Folk arts.

As well as marketing Al-Ahsa tourism on a global level
and increase interest in art and development and public
awareness of the objectives of the network and the dis-
semination of its recommendations.
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The cultural and creative components of
Al-Ahsa

Al-Ahsa is considered as the cultural depth of all the Gulf States
and has a rich heritage of crafts and folklore. It has a rich cultural
and social diversity (desert, mountains, seas, oases, lakes) and
has infrastructure (popular markets, artisans market, Theme)
and for their active participation in national and regional events

and events.
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How to invest "creativity” in crafts
and folklore

The arts and folklore plays an important role in reducing the
unemployment rate and finding many job opportunities in
this area and emphasizing the role of women in the handi-
craft industry.
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National Handicraft Development
Program (Barea)

Saudi Arabia seeks to develop the handicrafts and handicrafts
sector in a parallel and sustainable development that achieves
cultural diversity and economic wealth by working to organize
the sector and develop it into a tributary of the tributaries. The
national economy contributes to providing job opportunities
for citizens, increasing income, highlighting heritage and pro-
viding competitive and marketable products inside and out-
side the Kingdom.
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The handicraft is an industry characterized by
simple tools and materials and natural and natural
materials in Al-Ahsa, and is manufactured in full
and final by hand without the use of any kind of
modern machines or machines, and handicrafts are
derived from the ancient heritage and reflect the
nature and history of Ahsa, Which derives from the
handicrafts that characterized them and are consid-
ered the original heritage from ancient times and
passed from generation to generation. These handi-
crafts are considered one of the elements of the
tourist activity of the city, as accepted by tourists
from inside and outside the Kingdom.
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Classification of handicrafts

There are five sources of handicrafts, such as Plant crafts
(Palmtree leaves- Cages- Palm fiber- Wooden crafts- Mat)
and Animal sources crafts (Weaving- Leather tanning-
Shoes making- Cloak weaving- Hand embroidery) and
Natural sources crafts (Pottery- Gibson works- Precious
stones) and Metal sources crafts ( Coffee pots- Silver
works- Sickles- Blacksmith- Copper pots) and Other sourc-
es crafts ( Traditional building- Arabic Calligraphy- Draw-
ing & Engraving- Bookbinding- Cotton works) etc.

a1gal Gl Glini

ayiluill jabnall cnag dagadl wiall jalnao dwad dlim
slaallg ynallg Glungallg olasll Jacg Gliaylll) Jio
&jhall ) JHo diilgnall jalnallg ( dudill JLacllig
Jalnallg ( Aguindl @blivg juyhillg asliallg d<hallg
(JLaallg druall Wylajil g daysil jlaslil) Jio dseybhll
dcling Joliallg wgiwll dclin) (Jio diireall jalnallg
arwhill Glelinllg JUall dcling dnallg waall
@l 0 Jia wpall jalnall Gla Wpallg ( @slaalig
aylaig dalaillg pa tlaill clitllg wnyell hAllg ylig dillg

Iapcg (wisll

/1T




T ST T J

2o el TR+ 1 R T N0 T D L B
= R L i T, T T e e e S T O P




Folklore

There are a lot of popular arts in Al-Ahsa inherited gener-
ation after generation, which is characterized by the orig-
inal Arab spirit, which expresses the heritage of Saudi
Arabia, and adds a special charm and character, and in
Ahsa many different folk arts that reflect their history
and recount historical stories to highlight what the an-
cestors of the glories And tournaments over the years.
Al-Ahsa is characterized by its beautiful coastal and agri-
cultural landscapes, and from its picturesque environ-
ment, many popular arts have emerged that express their
environment. In these beautiful folk colors, the drums,
the drums and the paws are used under successive
rhythms, in addition to various popular rhythms.

e -
qusuill jgl<lall
Jua adjlgiall eLusll (i dnsidll ggiall o pisll ¢llia
o< 8pi=all &Ll & =il agy Il @il (nillg (J4o 1=y
cluwslil (nag Lols Lailbg law Ladwaig éisgsall Gl
Lady)li e p12i nillg dcgiiall aysdil ggiall ga 3yasll
slaal o 122Ul ay @lé Lo Lay juil a1hy)li Lnna apuwig
oiwll jo (nle GVghig
Apluwll dicljjilg adsbwll Laillbl LwsYl jiaili ¢
Wil aus bl ggiall go aaasll Gl a Ml Laity gog
alnallg wall @ ggis layadbl go Jl daily g pei
JSH Lapeg tnwlinallg vrjlaillg G uyysllg g ullig
aljlhall dLnall ansadll glglll oda (ié @adiwig
(] aalail aliio alcldy] Gai wgasllg Jghllg
dcgiio ausd alelay]

19




20



Festivals and events
(Al Ahsa Creative Festival)

The festival came to preserve the historical and
heritage heritage of Al Ahsa and to boast about it.
In order to enhance the Municipality's objectives
in preserving heritage and folklore, Al-Ahsa joined
the global creative cities network of UNESCO in
the creative field of handicrafts and folklore as
the first Gulf city and the third Arab.

Specialized crafts and folklore pillars are also set
up in all the tourism events in Al-Ahsa, including
Al Ahsa Dates Marketing Festival, National Festi-
vals and Day, the Historical Market of Qaysariya,
and others.
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Participation in the international
workshop in South Korea

Al-Ahsa participated in the international handicraft
workshop for the member cities of UNESCO's Creative
Cities Network, which was established in South Korea,
where Al-Ahsa joined the network in the creative field
of handicrafts and folk arts at the initiative of Al-Ahsa
Municipality. Ahmed Al-Matar, the Leader team's in the
network, and the team's international communication
officer Dr. Ibrahim Al-Shibayth.
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Participation in the 10th Meeting of
the UNESCO Creative Cities Network
in Sweden

Al-Ahsa participated in the 10th meeting of the
UNESCO Creative Cities Network in Sweden under the
title "The Role of Creativity and Culture in Sustainable
Urban Development" The conference included a
meeting of mayors of member cities and secondary
meetings of the participating cities in each of the
seven areas identified by the network. As well as ex-
hibitions of the best experiences and practices of-
fered by participating cities and local festivals of the
host city.
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Participation in the 11th Meeting of
UNESCO's Creative Cities Network in
France

Al-Ahsa participated in the 11th meeting of UNESCO's Crea-
tive Cities Network in France. The preservation of heritage
through the Al-Ahsa Creative Arts and Folklore Festival was
presented to draw the attention of the public to the impor-
tance of culture and creativity in shaping future cities and
their role in sustainable urban development. Where the
festival lasted for 10 days and included the participation of
40 handicrafts, and more than 10 popular arts shows, ac-
companied by active women's participation in culinary arts,
a visit to more than 50 thousand visitors from Al-Ahsa and
outside the GCC countries.
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USA 2017

Participate in the first annual meeting
of member UNESCO's Creative Cities
Network in Paducah, USA

Al-Ahsa participated in the first annual meeting of the
member cities of the UNESCO's Creative Cities Network
in Paducah, in the field of handicrafts and folk arts. The
meeting tackled a number of development axes on cre-
ative cities and tourism opportunities, which were ad-
dressed by a number of specialists and those interested
in development and development, Then a number of
Creative cities reviewed their experiences in establish-
ing the concept of cultural tourism and the sustainabili-
ty of creativity.
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Participation at the 12th meeting of
UNESCO's Creative Cities Network

in Poland

Al-Ahsa participated in the 12th meeting of the UNESCO
Creative Cities Network in Poland. The meeting included a
presentation to the heads of the municipalities of creative
cities in the world to convey their experiences and innova-
tive solutions to sustainable development, which would
achieve the United Nations goals in UNESCO's Innovative
Cities Network. Eng. Ahmed Al-Matar, presented a paper
presenting Al-Ahsa's experience in utilizing natural assets
such as Palm, the best roads and sustainable solutions to
preserve the creative crafts produced by Al-Ahsa.
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Ahmed Abbas Matar
Al-AhsaCoordinator for the Creative City
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ALAHSA MUNICIPALITY

ALAHSA CITY

This booklet was prepared by the municipality
of Al-Ahsa to define the area of Al-Ahsa and its
handicrafts and popular folklore. This was
issued in 2019




