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Al-Hasa and Qatif Under Al-Baghdadi Regime 1606-1670
Dr. Abdulatif bin nasser Alhumaidan

The paper reviews the unrest that prevailed in Al-Hasa and Qatif in the wake of
the weakening of the Ottoman Empire since the beginning of the 17th century. This
unrest has created a chance for the emergence of Ali Pasha Al-Baghdadi, who inde-
pendently ruled Al-Hasa and Qatif. He forced Istanbul to recognize his legitimacy.
Ali Pasha and his sons achieved a presence in the political arena and established
relations with the Portuguese to confront the Safavids, the enemies of both sides.
They also established close relations with the nobles of Mecca and prevented the
imams of Yemen from extending their supremacy to their lands. However, they had
relations with the ruler of Basra, Husayn Pasha Afrasiab, who had ambitions in
their country and their alliance with Sheikh Barak, the leader of Banu Khalid. These
relations led to their downfall, after ruling for nearly six decades.
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