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- Lockhart, L; Outline of the History of Kuwait, The Royal Central

Asian Society Journal, Vol. XXXIV, (July-October 1947).
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Abstract

Any research in Arab- history can recognize the Importance of the
Arab- Gulf region. Which occupied important commercial — position in
relationship between East and West.

In spite of some historical- studies which had dealt with Arab-
Gulf-Emirats such as Bahrin, Kwait, Oman, in political, economic and
social aspects, but Beni- Khalid in Al-Ahsaa was not received any
comprehensive study as well as it was not studied academical. Because
many researchers were hesitating in dealing with Tenth- eleventh —
A.H/sixteenth- seventeenth A.D events; And some decades in twelfth-
century A.H /Eighth A.D which related to the area history. Because
resources the year and ambiguity of some of its events. There are scatterd
reaches and information in some historical — resources had discovered
little information about Beni Khalid’s tribe and its political role, But it
was not available to cover all aspects of the history of this Arab Emirate
history.

Therefore, the researcher has been tried with continues work to
present comprehensive and detailed study about the history of Beni
Khalid in AL-Ahssa region according to scientific research approach
hoping that the research will be useful for Iraqi and Arabian libraries.

The research faced a lot of difficulties, one of those difficulties is
resources shortage related with AL-Ahsaa history and tribal communities
which had followed one to another there.

That led the researcher to search for the related texts and
information help the researcher with scientific material to cover the gaps

in the research.

—@—




QA ................................................................... Abstract

The sources rare was noticed clearly concerning economic and social

aspects in Al- Ahsaa.

Also it 1s necessary to refer the disabilities of finding the required
sources in our libraries. This is due to the political circumstances, and the
insecurity state of our country, which are the obstacles in getting the
important information.

This study is divided into four chapters:

The first chapter deals with a geographical and historical
introduction about AL-Ahssa Region.

The second chapter tackles the political development for the
Emirate and its relationship with the strength of tribes. The third chapter
deals with the Kuwait, Bahrin, Ziberat and Persia. The fourth chapter
deals with the political and social life appearances as well as the regain,
Commerce and Judges.

The research has certain conclusions, which can be summarized as
following:-

1. Al-Ahsaa, because of geographical position in the western north
of Arab Gulf, had a special importance as a commercial position
through it the caravans directed to Iraq and Al- Sham .Al-Ahsaa
was also considered as a natural harbour for the Arab Lands.
Besides that it was a naval road by which the ships could transport
messengers and goods in the Arab Gulf, and between the latter and
outer world. Then appeared the importance of Al- Aqgeer and Al-
Gteef as naval harbours and their in fluence on the activity of
commercial exchange in the region. That gave Beni- Khalid the
opportunity in creasing their commerce and as a result it helped in
increasing their influence which stretched out into the Arab cities

in the west to the Arab Gulf, i.e Oman south ward and Basrah
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northward, which refreshed the economic the situation in Al-
Ahsaa.

2. Beni-Khalid tribe was one of the strongest tribe in Al-Ahsaa
during the tenth century / the sixteenth century A.D.It was
characterized by strength at that time despite the presence of
another tribe, especially because of its spread in Al-Ahsaa and Al-
Gteef added to it a great fortune these two regions were famous for
their agricultural oses .In additional to the important commercial
role played by Al-Ahsa in the north of Arab Gulf and its receiving
ships in its harbours, all that provoked the strong reactions of other
tribes which were afraid of their commercial benefits in the region
in general.

3. The history of Bein- Khalid’s emirate witnessed two stages
between strength and weakness .The first stage started with the
reign of Baraak Bin Oraiar in (1080 A.H/ 1669 A.D), and ended
with the reign of Sadoon Bin Muhammed (135 A.H/1722 AD.), in
state of agreement and Coherent. That, of course ,increased the
Arabic tmirate strength ,and the prosperity and securing were
spread in Al-Ahsaa and its districts A-Kuwait and Al-Zibaraa
which were joined with Al-Khalidi reign .That reign succeeded in
protecting them from the neighbouring powers especially persians
and ottomans in Basrah .But the following period after the Collapse
Beni- Khalid’s reign at the hands of Al-Wahabeen at the end of the
twelfth century A.H./the eighteenth century A.D.,witnessed
dynastic conflicts between Bein — Khalid themselves for the sake
of authority. that certainly weakened their power. Those
developments were a provocation for other forces, subordinated to
Bein- Khalid , to declare their independence as Autub AL-Kuwait,

for instance.
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On the other hand, those circumstance were encourage hostile parts
to Bein- Khalid to interfere in Al-Ahsaa internal affairs, which opened the
door for those forces to have weakened the Eimarat of Bin- Khalid .In the
first place, Al-Wahabeen in Najid who inhered in political and military
conflicts with Beni- Khalid, the former were the main force hostile to
Beni- Khalid’s expansion in the Arab Gulf, till they succeeded in
destroying Beni- Khalid’s reign in Al-Ahsa (12006 A.H/1795 A.D.) .

4. Inspite of Beni- Khalid’s full mind in encountering the forces
which aimed at removing them from the region, there were interior
conflicts during their reign. Never the less, we notice that Beni-
Khalid could creat traditions for themselves in reign and
administration, beside that their trade had a good reputation among
the Arab Gulf merchants because of their contact with internal and
external commercial exchanges. All those factors stabilized their
reign in Al-Ahsaa during the eleventh century A.H . the
seventeenth A.D they really succeeded through their social and
political cord, based on Bedouin tradition and conventions, and
religious teachings till sheik Beni- Khalid became the source in
solving the problems of all Al-Ahsaa people and other people from

other regions.
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